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Lobbying
1. At the beginning of the day, after the formalities have elapsed, a committee will begin with a lobbying procedure. The chair will allocate a set amount of time in which delegates are to move around freely around the committee and informally talk to other delegates. Delegates should already have formulated resolutions on the topic(s) being discussed (or clauses/directives for special committees) and so should aim to gather signatures and form alliances with other states in order to make their resolution suitable for debate.
2. There should be 2, maximum 3 resolutions per topic in any committee. The RoP dictate that you need to have at least 3 co-submitters per resolution (4 people sign the resolution in total). A chair may also object to your resolution if it is inconsistent with your country’s policies or if the alliance is highly improbable in real life.
The Chair
1. A chair is the formal authority of the Rules of Procedure in a committee. They will moderate debate, grant the right to speak, allocate time for different steps in procedure, reprimand those who step out of the boundaries of the RoP, and most importantly, guide delegates through the MUN process. They are easily distinguishable from delegates as they will sit on a panel in front and will wear blue lanyards.
Debate
1) FORMAL RULES OF DEBATE:
1.1. English is the official language of all PHSMUN sessions. Please refrain from speaking any other language for the duration of the conference.
1.2. Never refer to yourself in the first person during debate. Use “we” or “the delegate/delegation of [country]”.
1.3. Be polite and respectful towards other delegates, all the chairs, supervisors, secretariat and members of the PHSMUN organisation team. 
1.4. Respect and listen to your chairs!

2) PROCEDURES OF DEBATE

2.1. Definitions:
2.1.1. The Floor: In a committee, only one person may speak at a time. A “floor” is the right to speak. A chair will give a delegate the floor (“Delegate of [country] you now have the floor.”) and only then can they proceed to speak. When they are finished speaking, they must yield the floor - generally, this will be done back to the chair (“The delegate yields the floor back to the chair.”), in rare cases a delegate may yield the floor to another delegate (“The delegate yields the floor to the delegate of [country]”.), whom then has the right to speak and also the responsibility to yield the floor back. Yielding to another delegate may be refused at the discretion of the chair; ‘yield chains’ are limited to a maximum of three delegates.

2.1.2. Points and Motions: Points and motions are essentially a tool on how a delegate can shape a debate - they outline the actions a delegate may take during debate. They may be used for asking questions, pointing out procedural errors, changing the course of debate or even something as simple as opening the window and going to the bathroom. Some can interrupt the speaker, some can’t, some can only be raised in open debate, some require a second (a second person that supports them). For a complete list of permissible points & motions with explanations see the appendices at the end of the RoP.
 
2.1.3. Points of Information: A point of information is a question delegates may pose to a speaker after he has finished speaking. It should be concise and to the point - this is not an opportunity to make your case, but rather to enquire about the specifics of the speaker’s opinion. Generally, after the speaker has finished speaking, a chair will ask whether “they are open to any points of information.” If they are, the chair will then proceed to call upon individual members of the committee (who have raised their placards) and they may ask their questions. Once the speaker has finished answering a question, the asker may ask for a “right to reply”, which must be “granted” by the chair. They may then proceed to ask an additional question.

2.1.4. Amendments: Amendments are essentially proposed changes to a resolution that can be submitted in open debate. They can strike, add, or modify a clause. A delegate should propose such changes either when they disagree with the content of the resolution and want to make it more consistent with their country’s policy or when they feel the resolution is lacking in certain aspects and could be improved. 

Upon receiving any resolution, a delegate should read it carefully and formulate a few amendments. They can then submit them to the chairs typed up via email or committee WhatsApp group, or written on a provided amendment sheet clearly indicating whether they want to add, strike or modify a clause, in which case they must state the number of the clause and rewrite it entirely as it would stand after the amendment. 
[bookmark: _Int_XKraGDCe]To start debating an amendment a delegate must “motion to submit an amendment”. They will then be recognised and given the floor to read out the amendment and hold an opening speech. After the opening speech, the committee moves to an open debate on the amendment, where amendments to the second degree can be submitted (amendments to the amendment with the same procedure). If an amendment to the second degree passes, the amendment as a whole also passes. If not, the committee moves into closed debate and then into the voting procedure (as explained below).

2.1.5. Unmoderated Caucus: Much like in the the lobbying procedure, in an unmoderated caucus delegates are to move around freely around the committee and can informally talk to other delegates. It is used when a committee is at a stalemate and delegates need more time in their lobbying groups to formulate amendments and/or strategy or when one needs to hold a conversation with their debate adversary outside the boundaries of formal debate. For an unmoderated caucus to take place, there needs to be a seconded motion, which will be adopted at the chair’s discretion.

2.2. Opening speech: After the lobbying procedure elapses and resolutions are approved by the chair, the chair will call upon the main-submitter of a resolution to take the floor read out the operative clauses of their resolution and then present a speech elaborating upon the key points of the resolution. If they so choose, they may open themself to points of information. Delegates then proceed to ask them points of information until the time has elapsed. They then yield the floor back to the chair and open debate commences. 
2.3. Open debate: Open debate is the core of MUN - this is the time when everyone has the opportunity to voice their opinions and shape the resolution before it goes into voting. Delegates may present speeches regarding the resolution as a whole, ask points of information, submit amendments, or motion for an unmoderated caucus should the need arise. 
2.4. Closed debate: Closed debate takes place at the very end of debating upon a resolution/amendment. Up to two speakers for and two speakers against will speak trying to sway the delegates to vote either for or against the proposal. Points of information are not allowed in closed debate. 
2.5. Voting: In most committees, passage of a proposal - amendment or resolution - requires a simple majority. Voting is done by a simple show of placards (unless provided otherwise by the motions to vote by roll call or acclamation - explained below). Abstentions are allowed, unless a motion to divide house was entertained.


Observers:
Permanent and temporary non-member observers to the United Nations enjoy limited rights. They are allowed to be present and actively engage in any committee sessions. Similarly, they are allowed to sponsor and create resolutions, clauses, and amendments. However, observers to the United Nations are not allowed to vote on substantial matters, meaning that any vote on the passing of a resolution, clause or an amendment will disregard their presence.
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I. APPLICATION
1.1. These rules of procedure apply to the proceedings of the General Assembly and all other forums labelled by the PHSMUN secretariat.

II. LANGUAGE
2.1. English shall be both the official and working language of the General Assembly, its committees, and all other forums labelled by the PHSMUN secretariat. 
2.2. All resolutions and other documents shall be published in the language of the General Assembly.

III. SECRETARIAT
3.1. The PHSMUN secretariat shall be comprised of the Secretary-General, Secretary for Internal Affairs, Secretary for External Affairs, Secretary for Communications, Secretary for Membership, Secretary for Operations, and the Convener. 
3.2. The secretariat may appoint other positions and staff as needed.
3.3. The secretariat shall be directly responsible for the overall organisation of the conference.
3.4. The secretariat shall be entitled to take all the steps it deems necessary to fulfil its role.

IV. GENERAL RULES REGARDING DEBATE
4.1. Any debate that ensues as part of the official PHSMUN agenda will follow the described structure unless provided otherwise by the PHSMUN secretariat. Special committees and variations of the Security Council do not follow the procedure described below and may refer to their respective procedural documents.
4.1.1. Announcement of the matter – the chair decides the first resolution to be debated. 
4.1.2. Introduction of the matter – the proponent is summoned to the floor and asked to state the operative clauses of their resolution. 
4.1.3. Chair sets debate time – an extension may be proposed by any delegate. Debate time may be amended at the chair’s discretion. 
4.1.4. Introductory speech – the proponent is given time to speak. They may then open themselves to points of information and/or yield the floor to another delegate, or back to the chair. 
4.1.5. Open debate – delegates who have the floor are allowed to address all matters relevant to the topic. They may introduce an amendment and open themselves to points of information. This process repeats until the set debate time has been exhausted. 
4.1.6. Closed debate – time in favour and against. The designated number of delegates may now speak on the matter as a whole. They may not exceed the time limit determined by the chair. Points of information are not in order. 
4.1.7. Voting procedure – the voting procedure commences under the rules and guidelines stipulated herein. 
4.2. The points, motions and rights listed in appendix 1 (one) and appendix 2 (two) of these rules may be exercised during any PHSMUN session. Any points, motions and rights not included in the attachment are to be seen prohibited, unless allowing such points, motions and rights would be for the benefit of debate, in which case it is left to the chair’s discretion.

V. COMMITTEES
5.1. The General Assembly may establish such committees as it deems necessary for the performance of its functions. 

5.2. Committee membership is determined by the PHSMUN secretariat and shall be announced prior to the conference.


5.3. Before the opening of the General Assembly, the PHSMUN secretariat shall appoint two chairpersons for each committee, who shall hold office until the close of the conference for which they are appointed. 

5.4. If the chairperson finds it necessary to be absent during a meeting or any part thereof, the second chairperson shall take their place. If the chairperson is unable to perform their duties, a new chairperson will be appointed by the PHSMUN secretariat for the unexpired term. 
5.5. Functions of the chairperson: the chairperson shall, subject to the most recent programme of events, declare the opening and closing of each meeting of the committee, the adjournment of the meeting, direct its discussions, ensure observance of these rules, accord the right to speak, put questions and announce decisions. They shall rule on points of order and, subject to these rules, shall have complete control of the proceedings at any meeting and over the maintenance of order thereof. The chairperson may, in the course of the discussion of an item, decide the limitation of the time to be allowed to speakers, the limitation of the number of times each representative may speak or the closure of the debate. They may propose the suspension of the meeting or the adjournment of debate on the item under discussion. 

5.6. The chairperson, in the exercise of their functions, remains under the authority of the PHSMUN secretariat. 

5.7. The chairperson may declare a meeting open and permit the debate to proceed when at least one quarter of the members of the committee are present. The presence of a majority of the members shall be required for any decision to be taken. 

5.8. No representative may address the committee without having previously obtained the permission of the chairperson. The chairperson shall call upon speakers in an order determined by the chairperson. The chairperson may call a speaker to order if their remarks are not relevant to the subject under discussion. 

5.9. The Secretary-General, or a member of the Secretariat designated as their representative, may at any time make either oral or written statements to any committee concerning any question under consideration by it.

5.10. During the discussion of any matter, a representative may rise to a point of order, and the point of order shall be immediately decided by the chairperson in accordance with these rules. A representative may appeal against the ruling of the chairperson to the PHSMUN secretariat. The debate will continue and the chairperson’s ruling shall stand unless overruled by the secretariat. A representative rising to a point of order may not speak on the substance of the matter under discussion. 

5.11. The chairperson may limit the time to be allowed to each speaker and the number of times each representative may speak on any question. When the debate is limited and a representative exceeds their allotted time, the chairperson shall call them to order without delay. 

5.12. During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move the adjournment of the debate on the item under discussion. In addition to the proposer of the motion, two representatives may speak in favour of, and two against, the motion, after which the motion shall be immediately put to the vote. The chairperson may limit the time allotted to speakers under this rule. 

5.13. During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move the suspension of the meeting. Such motions shall not be debated but shall be immediately put to the vote. The chairperson may limit the time to be allowed to the speaker moving the suspension of the meeting. 

5.14. The motions indicated below shall have precedence in the following order over all other proposals or motions before the meeting:

a) To suspend the meeting
b) To adjourn the meeting
c) To adjourn the debate on the item under discussion

5.15. Amendments shall be submitted in writing or digitally during committee meetings. Amendments to the second degree and friendly amendments are in order. 

5.16. A motion may be withdrawn by its proposed at any time before voting on it has commenced, provided that the motion has not been amended. A motion thus withdrawn may be reintroduced by any member.

VI. VOTING
6.1. Each member of the committee shall have one vote.

6.2. Decisions of committees shall be made by a majority of the members present and voting. 

6.3. For the purposes of these rules, the phrase “members present and voting” means members casting an affirmative or negative vote. Members which abstain from voting are considered as not voting. 

6.4. The committee shall normally vote by show of placards, but any representative may request a roll-call. The roll-call shall be taken in the English alphabetical order of the names of the members, beginning with the member whose name is drawn by lot by the chairperson. The name of each member shall be called in any roll-call, and its representative shall reply “yes”, “no” or “abstention”. 

6.5. After the chairperson has announced the beginning of voting, no representative shall interrupt the voting except on a point of order in connection with the actual conduct of the voting. The chairperson may permit members to explain their votes, either before or after the voting. The chairperson may limit the time to be allowed for such explanations. The chairperson shall not permit the proposer of a proposal or of an amendment to explain his vote on his own proposal or amendment. 

6.6. When an amendment is moved to a proposal, the amendment shall be voted on first. When two or more amendments are moved to a proposal, the committee shall first vote on the amendment furthest removed in substance from the original proposal and then on to the amendment next furthest removed thereof, and so on until all the amendments have been put to the vote. Where, however, the adoption of one amendment necessarily implies the rejection of another amendment, the latter amendment shall not be put to the vote. If one or more amendments are adopted, the amended proposal shall then be voted upon. A motion is considered an amendment to a proposal if it merely adds to, deletes from or revises part of the proposal. 

6.7. If two or more proposals relate to the same question, the committee shall, unless it decides otherwise, vote on the proposals in the order in which they have been submitted. The committee may, after each vote on a proposal, decide whether to vote on the next proposal. 

6.8. If a vote is equally divided the proposal shall be regarded as rejected. 

VII. MISCELLANEOUS
7.1. No resolution shall include either financial amounts or names of specific financial resources, as the General Assembly and all committees thereof shall be considered infinitely funded by the World Bank for the purposes of debate. 

7.2. Declarations of war shall be regarded as prohibited, unless a situation of crisis should arise. If such a situation arises, the secretariat shall be notified of the potential declaration of war. At the secretariat’s discretion, the declaration of war will be either in order, or prohibited. 

7.3. Aside from the rules stipulated herein, delegates are bound by the rules deriving from the UN charter (rights deriving from the UN charter are valid unless provided otherwise by a chair or member of the secretariat). Should there be a conflict between these rules and the UN charter the former takes precedence over the latter. 

VIII. FINAL PROVISIONS 
8.1. The PHSMUN secretariat reserves the right to amend or change these rules as it sees fit. Should a situation arise that is not covered by these rules, its resolution is left to the chairperson’s discretion, or a decision of a member of the secretariat. Should a dispute arise with regards to these rules, the authority of the PHSMUN secretariat shall prevail. 

8.2. The Security Council, and any of its variations, shall be presided over by President. As such, they shall follow specific rules of conduct, described in their respective documents. 


8.3. Any historical committees shall follow specific rules of conduct, described in their respective documents. Such committees shall be chaired by President. 

8.4. The Crisis Committee shall be presided over by President. It shall follow malleable rules of conduct according to the fictional situation determined by its President which the delegates must address. Outlines of these rules of conduct are found in the relevant documents. 
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Point of order – the point of order may be raised by any delegate. It does not require a second. It may only be raised if there is a suspected breach of the above Rules of Procedure in the committee. This point may not interrupt the speaker. It is to be addressed by the chair immediately. 
Point of personal privilege – the point of personal privilege may be raised by any delegate. It does not require a second. It may only refer to the comfort and well being of the delegate. This point may not interrupt the speaker, unless it refers to their audibility. 
Point of information – the point of information to the speaker may only be raised when the speaker opens themselves to points of information. It should be phrased in the form of a question. Speakers may choose whether they want to answer it. Dialogue on the floor is not allowed. 
Point of information to the chair – the point of information to the chair may not interrupt the speaker. It shall refer to the order of proceedings, discussed matters, or anything else related to the conference. The chair shall answer clearly and promptly and continue with the agenda. 
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Motion to move to the previous question – This motion is used to move to the next question on the agenda. It requires a second and is then decided upon by the chair. Well-founded objections fail this motion. 
Motion to adjourn – A motion to adjourn meeting ends the committee session until the next session, which may be after lunch, the next day, or next year’s conference. It requires a second and is then decided upon by the chair. 
Motion to table – This motion is used to table (put on hold) all the work a committee has done concerning a particular issue, until it is decided a committee wants to return to the issue. It requires a second and is then decided upon by the chair. Well-founded objections fail this motion. 
Motion to move directly into the voting procedure – This motion is used to move to the voting procedure. It requires a second and is then decided upon by the chair. Well-founded objections fail this motion. 
Motion to divide the house – Used in voting procedure, this motion allows for no abstentions. It requires a second and is then decided upon by the chair. Well-founded objections fail this motion. 
Motion to vote by acclamation – Used in voting procedure, this motion allows for a passage of a proposal provided there are no objections. It requires a second and is then decided upon by the chair. Well-founded objections fail this motion. 
Motion to vote by roll call – Used in voting procedure, this motion means that voting will take place via roll call as explained in the Rules of Procedure. It requires a second and is then decided upon by the chair. Well-founded objections fail this motion. 
Motion to submit an amendment – This motion is used when a delegate wants to submit an amendment. It needs to be approved by the chair. Amendments will be dealt with ordinarily in the order they were submitted in, or in a different order at the chair’s discretion. Amendments to the second degree and friendly amendments are in order. 
Motion to extend time – This motion is used when a participant of the debate wants to increase time spent on debating a given issue. It requires a second and is then decided upon by the chair. Well-founded objections fail this motion. The chair sets the final time of the extension. 
Motion to move into closed/open debate – This motion is used to move into closed/open debate. Setting a time limit can be a part of raising this motion. It requires a second and is then decided upon by the chair. Well-founded objections fail this motion. The chair sets the final time for the debate. 
Motion to move into unmoderated caucus – This motion is used to move into unmoderated caucus. Setting a time limit can be a part of raising this motion. It requires a second and is then decided upon by the chair. Well-founded objections fail this motion. The chair sets the final time for the caucus. 
Motion to explain the vote – Should a delegate or chairperson not understand a vote or feel it is inconsistent with the country’s policy, they may motion for a delegate to explain their vote. This motion must be raised directly after the voting procedure, does not require seconds, and is adopted at the chair’s discretion. 
Motion for a question and answer session – Should any delegate feel the need to ask a vast number of questions to another delegate, they may petition for such a motion. This motion does require a second, and the acceptance of the delegate to whom the session is targeted at. If such requirements are met, the committee shall enter a “question and answer” session, in which all the delegates who wish may ask questions to the delegate at hand. Delegates wishing to ask a question shall be given the floor in alphabetical order unless provided otherwise by the chair. The delegate at hand can refuse to answer any question given. The duration of the session is at the chair’s discretion, with two minutes generally sufficient. 
Motion to censor – This motion shall be entertained only at the chair’s discretion and requires seconds. If such a motion is passed, the targeted delegate shall be censored for a period of time not longer than thirty minutes. While censored the delegate can still exercise voting rights, but loses the privilege to be given the floor. 
Motion to reply/right to reply: After a point of information has been answered, a delegate may request a right to ask a follow-up question regarding the answer to their previous question. This must be granted by the chair. 
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