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TQO THE USE, DEVELOPMENT, AND TESTING OF WEAPONS IN OUTER SPACE
General Assembly 1 - Disarmament and International Security Committee
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What is it?
The application of weapons in space involves the potential use of weapons or any other design intended for harm and damage from outer space for warfare either to earth or within outer space. This also applies to the development towards such weapons, their employment, and their intended or carried out testing. All these and many more, including non-damaging options such as surveillance, reconnaissance and communication can be used for military operations or to gain an advantage in warfare, which in turn can make them a target and cascade to more weapons and combat focused within outer space.


What have we done?
The potential harm which the application of weapons in space can cause has been addressed partially in various treaties from the past, the most notable one being the main treaty regarding outer space that being the 1967 Outer Space Treaty. This represents the basic legal framework of international space law, the core principles being:
· The exploration and use of outer space shall be carried out for the benefit and in the interests of all nations and shall be the province of all mankind;
· Outer space shall be free for exploration and use by all States;
· Outer space is not subject to national appropriation by claim of sovereignty, by means of use or occupation, or by any other means;
· States shall not place nuclear weapons or other weapons of mass destruction in orbit or on celestial bodies or station them in outer space in any other manner;
· The Moon and other celestial bodies shall be used exclusively for peaceful purposes; prohibits their use for testing weapons of any kind, conducting military manoeuvres, or establishing military bases, installations, and fortifications.
· States shall be responsible for national space activities whether carried out by governmental or non-governmental entities;
· States shall be liable for damage caused by their space objects; and
· States shall avoid harmful contamination of space and celestial bodies.
Many other notable resolutions have also been passed by the UN, such as 75/35 and 79/20 acting to attempt to prevent a potential outer space arms race and no first placements of weapons in outer space respectfully.


The effects and shortcomings?
While the 1967 Outer Space Treaty acts as the cornerstone treaty for spacefaring states to follow, it leaves a lot of ambiguity within it. Additionally, as humanity progresses and develops the treaty is becoming quickly outdated and aspects of it, such as applications of weaponry in outer space, can quickly cause issues.
The treaty bans the use of nuclear weapons and weapons of mass destruction in outer space however doesn't explicitly prohibit the use of conventional weapons in outer space; weapons with a nuclear power source; and nuclear weapons or weapons of mass destruction from entering outer space when they follow a trajectory of an intercontinental ballistic missile.  The treat also doesn’t precise define weapon in outer space, causing for the potential legal grey areas regarding technologies with potential for militaristic advantages without it being their primary purpose, as well as use of outer space for espionage and other intel for warfare, and any anti-satellite weaponry development and use to target these and more which further strays from the intention of the treaty of using outer space. In fact, the USA in 1983 proposed a Strategic Defense Initiative system, nicknamed “Star Wars”, to try intercept and protect against intercontinental ballistic missiles. This required technology much more advanced than they had at the time, so while it wasn’t feasible back then, as technology develops its requirements could be met. The initiative was scrapped in 1993; however, it shows that even back then states were wondering on the strategic militaristic importance on outer space.
The potential militarisation of outer space could be detrimental, not only for safe scientific purposes but also the further growth of space debris and clutter in low earth orbit. Low earth orbit contains many integral technologies for humanities functioning, with space debris serving as a potential danger to these vital infrastructures. Their continued destruction could cascade into even more space debris causing a chain reaction resulting in low earth orbit to become unsuitable and severely stagnating humanities development in space, this is known as Kessler's syndrome. The application of weapons in space and any rapid space race with these in mind could result in such a scenario becoming reality. 
The other more modern resolutions which have passes in the past, while effective in their intentions, only serve to further push the problems with the treaty back as the world steadily modernises and further highlights the 1967 treaty’s outdatedness and legal grey areas.


Things for your country to consider: 
· How spacefaring is your nation currently, or how close is it to utilising outer space as a potential resource?
· Does your nation feel threatened by weaponry in space, or suspects any other in potentially utilising it for holding weaponry or espionage in warfare?
· What new regulations would be most favourable for your country?
· To what extent should the UN be able to regulate a state's independent development in space?
· Should nations be able to utilise weaponry in outer space for any reason?
· Should we limit the availability of low earth orbit to nations?
· What potential impact would a state breaching any clause cause, and what consequences should they bear?


Useful Links:
· https://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/spacelaw/treaties/outerspacetreaty.html
· https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/75/35
· https://docs.un.org/en/A/RES/79/20 
· https://www.britannica.com/topic/Strategic-Defense-Initiative 
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