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1. Historical Background: Journalism in Conflict Zones
The role of journalists in conflict zones has evolved significantly over time, shaped by changes in warfare, technology, and the relationship between governments and the press.
A. Early War Correspondence (19th–Early 20th Century)
Modern war journalism is often traced back to correspondents such as William Howard Russell, who reported on the Crimean War in the 1850s. His reporting exposed battlefield conditions and influenced public opinion, demonstrating the growing importance of independent journalism.
During World War I and World War II, journalists worked under strict censorship. Governments controlled the flow of information, and reporting was often used to support national war efforts rather than provide independent analysis (ICRC, n.d.).

B. The Vietnam War: Rise of Independent Reporting (1955–1975)
The Vietnam War marked a turning point. Journalists were provided with relatively direct access to combat zones, allowing for:
· More immediate and uncensored reporting
· Widespread broadcast of images and footage
· Increased influence on global public opinion
This era demonstrated the power of journalism to shape perceptions of war, while also increasing tensions between governments and the media (RSF, 2023).

C. Late 20th Century Conflicts: Increasing Risk (1980s–1990s)
Conflicts such as the Lebanese Civil War and the Yugoslav Wars exposed journalists to growing dangers, including:
· Kidnapping
· Targeted violence
· Urban warfare without clear front lines
These conflicts marked a shift toward less predictable and more fragmented battle environments (CPJ, 2024).

D. Post-2000 Conflicts: Journalists as Targets
In the aftermath of the September 11 attacks, conflicts such as the Iraq War and the War in Afghanistan saw a significant rise in risks to journalists.
Key developments included:
· The rise of non-state armed groups
· Increased asymmetrical warfare
· Deliberate targeting of journalists
The killing of Daniel Pearl highlighted the growing trend of journalists being intentionally targeted rather than unintentionally harmed (CPJ, 2024).
Similarly, journalists such as Marie Colvin were killed while reporting in active conflict zones like Syria, raising concerns about attacks on clearly identified media personnel (UNESCO, 2022).

E. The Digital Era and Hybrid Warfare (2010s–Present)
Modern conflict reporting has been transformed by digital technology. While it allows for rapid dissemination of information, it also introduces new risks:
· Cyberattacks and surveillance
· Online harassment
· Spread of misinformation
Conflicts such as the Syrian Civil War and the Russo-Ukrainian War demonstrate how journalists operate in extraordinarily complex and dangerous information environments.
According to UNESCO, a substantial number of journalist killings remain unresolved, with nearly 90% of cases going unpunished, reinforcing a global culture of impunity (UNESCO, 2022).

F. Contemporary Trends (2020s)
Recent years have seen continued challenges:
· Rising numbers of journalist casualties in conflict zones
· Increased concerns regarding targeted attacks
· Expansion of threats beyond physical violence to digital and transnational repression
Data from the Committee to Protect Journalists and Reporters Without Borders confirm ongoing threats and fluctuating but persistent journalist fatalities globally (CPJ, 2024; RSF, 2024).

2. Introduction
The protection of journalists in conflict zones remains a critical issue within the international community. Journalists play a vital role in documenting armed conflicts, reporting on humanitarian crises, and ensuring access to reliable information. Their work supports transparency, accountability, and the protection of human rights.
Despite this, journalists working in high-risk environments face increasing threats, including violence, detention, and censorship (UNESCO, 2022). The issue is therefore central to the mandate of GA3, which focuses on social, humanitarian, and human rights concerns.

3. Legal and Normative Framework
International Human Rights Law
Journalists are protected under:
· Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
· The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

International Humanitarian Law
Under the Geneva Conventions, journalists are considered civilians and are protected unless directly participating in hostilities (ICRC, n.d.).

United Nations Frameworks
· UN Plan of Action on the Safety of Journalists
· General Assembly and Human Rights Council resolutions
· Monitoring and reporting mechanisms led by UNESCO

4. Key Issues
A. Safety and Protection
Journalists face physical risks from both state and non-state actors. Access to protective resources varies significantly (RSF, 2024).
B. Impunity
A considerable proportion of crimes against journalists are not prosecuted, with impunity rates reaching close to 90% globally (UNESCO, 2022; CPJ, 2024).
C. Freedom of Expression vs National Security
States may restrict media under national security justifications, raising concerns about censorship and misuse of legal frameworks (ICCPR, Article 19).
D. Gender-Specific Challenges
Female journalists face additional risks, including gender-based violence and online harassment. Studies show that a significant proportion experience online abuse (UNESCO, 2021; ICFJ, 2022).
E. Digital Threats
Journalists increasingly face surveillance, cyberattacks, and online intimidation, particularly in authoritarian or conflict-affected environments (ICFJ, 2022).
F. Vulnerability of Local and Freelance Journalists
Local journalists account for the majority of casualties in conflict zones and often lack institutional protection (CPJ, 2024; IFJ, 2023).

5. Role of GA3
The General Assembly Third Committee addresses this issue through:
· Norm-setting
· Promotion of human rights
· Encouraging international cooperation
GA3 resolutions are non-binding but influential in shaping global standards.

6. Points for Consideration
· How can protections be strengthened while respecting sovereignty?
· What mechanisms can reduce impunity?
· How can journalists be supported in high-risk environments?
· What role should digital regulation play?
· How can gender-specific risks be addressed?

7. Suggested Areas for Resolution Building
· Strengthening legal frameworks
· Enhancing monitoring and reporting
· Capacity-building initiatives
· Addressing digital security risks
· Supporting freelance journalists

8. Conclusion
The protection of journalists in conflict zones is essential for safeguarding human rights and ensuring access to accurate information. As risks continue to evolve, international cooperation remains key.
GA3 provides an important platform for dialogue and consensus-building aimed at improving protections for journalists worldwide.

