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Background and Context
Arranged marriage are a longstanding cultural practice in many parts of the world, including regions of South Asia, the Middle East, and Africa. It refers to a union in which families or intermediaries play a significant role in selecting spouses, often with varying degrees of consent from those involved. It is important to distinguish between arranged marriages, where individuals retain the right to accept or رفض the match, and forced marriages, where consent is absent and coercion is involved.
International human rights frameworks, such as the United Nations’s Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, emphasise that marriage should only occur with the free and full consent of both parties. Despite these protections, practices that blur the line between arranged and forced marriage persist in various contexts.
In some societies, arranged marriages are seen as a means of preserving cultural traditions, strengthening family ties, and ensuring economic stability. However, concerns arise when social pressure, economic dependency, or gender inequality limit genuine consent. Women and girls are disproportionately affected, particularly in communities where early marriage is prevalent. Child marriage, often linked to arranged systems, remains a critical issue, with millions of girls married before the age of 18 each year.
Globalisation and migration have also brought the issue into new contexts, including diaspora communities in Europe and North America. Governments in countries such as the United Kingdom and Canada have introduced legal measures to combat forced marriage while attempting to respect cultural diversity.

The United Nations’ Response
1. Human Rights Monitoring
The United Nations Human Rights Council and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights monitor practices related to forced and child marriage, issuing reports and recommendations to member states.
2. International Conventions and Advocacy
Frameworks such as CEDAW and the Convention on the Rights of the Child call for the elimination of harmful practices, including child and forced marriage. UN campaigns promote awareness and encourage legal reforms.
3. Development and Humanitarian Programmes
Agencies such as the United Nations Children's Fund and United Nations Population Fund support education initiatives, community outreach, and programmes aimed at delaying marriage and empowering women and girls.

Major Challenges and Obstacles
• Distinguishing Consent: It is often difficult to determine whether consent in arranged marriages is freely given or influenced by familial or societal pressure.
• Cultural Sensitivity vs. Human Rights: Efforts to address harmful practices must balance respect for cultural traditions with the protection of individual rights.
• Child Marriage: In many regions, arranged marriages intersect with underage marriage, violating international standards.
• Legal Enforcement Gaps: Even where laws exist, enforcement is inconsistent, particularly in rural or marginalised communities.
• Gender Inequality: Deep-rooted social norms often limit women’s autonomy in marital decisions.
• Migration and Jurisdictional Issues: Cross-border marriages can complicate legal protections and enforcement.

Considerations for Delegates
• Defining Consent: How can international frameworks better define and safeguard “free and full consent” in marriage?
• Legal Reform: What role should governments play in regulating arranged marriages without infringing on cultural practices?
• Protecting Vulnerable Groups: How can states better protect women and minors from coercion or exploitation?
• Education and Awareness: What strategies can effectively shift societal attitudes while respecting cultural contexts?
• International Cooperation: How can countries collaborate to address cross-border forced marriage cases?
• Balancing Rights and Traditions: How can the international community promote human rights while engaging respectfully with cultural practices?

