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2. Historical Background
Indigenous peoples have historically faced systemic marginalisation, dispossession, and discrimination as a result of colonisation, state expansion, and economic development (United Nations, 2021).

A. Colonial Era and Dispossession (15th–19th Century)
From the 15th century onward, European colonial expansion led to:
· Large-scale displacement of Indigenous communities
· Loss of land, resources, and cultural heritage
· Forced assimilation and destruction of traditional governance systems
In regions such as North America, Australia, and Latin America, Indigenous populations experienced severe population decline due to violence, disease, and exploitation (World Bank, 2023; UN, 2021).

B. Assimilation Policies (19th–20th Century)
Many states adopted policies aimed at integrating Indigenous peoples into dominant cultures, including:
· Residential and boarding school systems
· Bans on Indigenous languages and cultural practices
· Forced relocation programs
For example, policies in Canada and the United States involved removing Indigenous children from their families to enforce cultural assimilation (Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada, 2015; UN, 2021).

C. Emergence of Indigenous Rights Movements (Mid–Late 20th Century)
Beginning in the mid-20th century, Indigenous groups increasingly mobilised to demand:
· Land rights
· Cultural recognition
· Political autonomy
International attention grew through activism and advocacy, leading to greater recognition within the United Nations system (UN, 2021).

D. International Recognition (Late 20th–21st Century)
A major milestone was the adoption of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which outlines:
· Rights to self-determination
· Land and resource rights
· Cultural preservation
· Free, prior, and informed consent (FPIC)
Despite this progress, implementation remains uneven across regions (UN, 2021; International Labour Organization, 2019).

E. Contemporary Challenges (21st Century)
Indigenous peoples continue to face:
· Land dispossession due to development projects
· Environmental degradation
· Discrimination and socio-economic inequality
· Violence against Indigenous activists
Issues are particularly visible in areas such as the Amazon rainforest, where Indigenous communities face pressure from deforestation and resource extraction (Amnesty International, 2023).

2. Introduction
Indigenous peoples represent diverse cultures, languages, and knowledge systems across the globe. Their rights are integral to broader human rights frameworks, particularly in relation to equality, cultural identity, and sustainable development (UN, 2021).
The Human Rights Council addresses this issue through monitoring mechanisms, special rapporteurs, and normative frameworks aimed at protecting Indigenous communities.

3. Legal and Normative Framework
International Instruments
· United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
· International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
· International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

Key Principles
· Self-determination
· Free, Prior, and Informed Consent (FPIC)
· Non-discrimination
· Cultural preservation

UN Mechanisms
· United Nations Human Rights Council
· UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
· Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues

4. Key Issues
A. Land and Resource Rights
Indigenous peoples often face:
· Displacement due to infrastructure and extractive industries
· Lack of legal recognition of land ownership
· Conflicts with governments and corporations (World Bank, 2023)

B. Free, Prior, and Informed Consent (FPIC)
FPIC requires that Indigenous communities:
· Be consulted before development projects
· Have the right to approve or reject projects
However, implementation is inconsistent across regions (ILO, 2019; UN, 2021).

C. Cultural Preservation
Challenges include:
· Loss of language and traditions
· Limited access to culturally appropriate education
· Marginalisation of Indigenous knowledge systems (UN, 2021)

D. Socio-Economic Inequality
Indigenous populations often experience:
· Higher poverty rates
· Limited access to healthcare and education
· Lower political representation (World Bank, 2023)

E. Violence and Criminalisation
Indigenous activists and leaders may face:
· Violence and intimidation
· Criminal charges for defending land rights
Reports indicate that environmental and Indigenous defenders are among the most at risk globally (Amnesty International, 2023).

F. Environmental Challenges
Climate change and environmental degradation disproportionately affect Indigenous communities, threatening:
· Traditional livelihoods
· Food and water security (UN, 2021)

5. Role of the Human Rights Council
The Human Rights Council plays a significant role through:
· Monitoring human rights violations
· Appointing special rapporteurs
· Encouraging state compliance with international norms
· Facilitating dialogue between stakeholders
While it cannot enforce binding measures, it influences international standards and accountability.

6. Points for Consideration
Delegates may consider:
· How can states balance development with Indigenous land rights?
· How can FPIC be effectively implemented?
· What mechanisms ensure accountability for violations?
· How can Indigenous voices be included in decision-making?
· What role should corporations play in respecting Indigenous rights?

7. Suggested Areas for Resolution Building
· Strengthening legal recognition of land rights
· Improving implementation of FPIC
· Supporting Indigenous-led development initiatives
· Enhancing access to education and healthcare
· Protecting Indigenous environmental defenders
· Promoting cultural preservation programs

8. Conclusion
The protection of Indigenous peoples’ rights remains a critical global challenge. While considerable progress has been made through international frameworks such as the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, gaps in implementation persist.
The Human Rights Council provides a platform for addressing these challenges through dialogue, cooperation, and the development of international norms aimed at ensuring dignity, equality, and justice for Indigenous communities worldwide.

