TQO The Situation in Iran and the Wider Middle East
· Security Council 2026
The Middle East is currently experiencing one of the most serious security crises in decades. Escalating tensions between Iran, Israel, and the United States have triggered a broader regional conflict involving Gulf states and other groups. In late February 2026, coordinated military strikes by the USA and Israel targeted military and government sites in Iran, significantly escalating regional tensions. 
Iran retaliated with missile and drone attacks against Israeli territory and United States military bases in the region, raising fears of a wider war across the Middle East. The crisis has major implications for international security, global energy supplies, humanitarian conditions, and the authority of the United Nations Security Council.
The 2026 Escalation:
1. US–Israeli Military Action
On 28 February 2026, the United States and Israel launched large-scale airstrikes across Iran targeting:
· Air defence systems
· Missile launch sites
· Drone facilities
· Military command centres
[bookmark: _Int_DAJ53d7Y][bookmark: _Int_tzZ6X22U]The attacks killed numerous Iranian officials, including Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei. Thousands of strikes have reportedly targeted Iranian military infrastructure across multiple provinces. 
2. Iranian Response
Iran responded with missile and drone attacks against:
· Israeli cities
· U.S. military bases in the Middle East
· Strategic targets in Gulf states hosting American forces
The conflict quickly expanded beyond Iran and Israel, raising fears of a regional war. 

Key Stakeholders:
Iran
[bookmark: _Int_NwExlFeC][bookmark: _Int_8CDHsZTg][bookmark: _Int_XNOIT1IV][bookmark: _Int_TJp9QoZK]Seeks to defend its sovereignty, maintain regional influence, and retaliate against attacks. Countries that support Iran include Russia and China. Iran continues to strike Qatar, Saudi Arabia, UAE, and Bahrain. Their supreme leader Ali Khamenei was assassinated by Israeli strikes who was replaced by his son Mojtaba Khamenei. Iran wants the war to stop as quickly as possible, but only if it is on their own terms.
Israel
Views Iran’s military capabilities and nuclear program as existential threats and has support from the USA. Israel does not seem to want the war to end with them wanting to destroy as much of Iran’s control, military, and economic success as they can as they see Iran’s military and nuclear capabilities as a threat to them.
United States
[bookmark: _Int_fKCuMSwn]Supports Israel and aims to limit Iran’s military power and nuclear ambitions. The USA has provided monetary and military support toward Israel. The USA wants the war to end in their terms with the collapse of Iran’s regime as part of that. Trump wants a say in who is then selected to lead the country after this collapse. Trump wants to be the one to end the war.
France 
[bookmark: _Int_TVGZDKXc]France believe the conflict from the USA and Israel are outside of international law and condemn the conflict. France has alliances with the USA as well as the UK.
United Kingdom 
[bookmark: _Int_0HqTj0gm]The UK has alliances with the USA but has not stated they will bomb any of the countries involved. The United Kingdom and its allies have been involved in discussions on sanctions to pressure Iran into ensuring security in the gulf shipping canal. The United Kingdom has also sent troops to the gulf to support the USA.
China 
[bookmark: _Int_nIhV7FHT]China believes that “since the very first day of the conflict, China has unequivocally called for ceasefire, end of hostilities, return to dialogue and negotiation, and political settlement. As we speak, Special Envoy of the Chinese Government on the Middle East Issue is in the Middle East to carry out shuttle diplomacy.” China has attempted to keep the peace between the USA and Iran over the soaring prices of oil across the world with them releasing a five-point plan into how to end the war. 
Russia 
[bookmark: _Int_VFNHRkdU][bookmark: _Int_mzESEU8W]Russia has an alliance with Iran and is against the USA in the conflict. Russia has called for a ceasefire so that they can focus on their ongoing war with Ukraine and hopes it can make a deal with the USA. Russia is the country who has benefitted the most from the war with oil prices soaring as a result meaning one of their biggest exports has increased in value across the world as restrictions on this oil has been lifted due to the lack of oil production in the Middle East.
Questions to consider:
· [bookmark: _Int_HnYebkT0]Should the United Nations condemn the initial military strikes against Iran?
· How can the Security Council balance state sovereignty with international security concerns?
· What role should sanctions play in managing the crisis?
· What is the risk of wider war and what countries would this impact?
· [bookmark: _Int_azzb3Poz]Is a peacekeeping force feasible in the region?
Research materials:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cgk2lm5znyro 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/mar/04/middle-east-conflict-offers-economic-lifeline-to-russias-flagging-war-machine 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cx2dyz6p3weo 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cx2d0md89v2o?app-referrer=search 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cze0kz7gr84o 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cgk2lm5znyro 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/apr/01/wednesday-briefing-how-did-russia-become-the-unexpected-beneficiary-of-the-iran-war 
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