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Historic committee: topic 1, the issue of women’s suffrage
Briefing paper.
Chairs: Faith Salmond and Luc Mcmenamy



Brief context:
[bookmark: _Int_ucpUrV4e][bookmark: _Int_XyJMLCCH][bookmark: _Int_VQfMmkvy]Suffrage is the legal right to vote in elections and referendums, the suffrage movement attempted to give this right to anyone, no matter their gender specifically. This movement challenges many deeply embedded ideas about the role of women in society, the view of politics as masculine and the power of women within society. Due to these challenges, granting suffrage must be viewed as more than just giving women the vote, rather as the complete annihilation of societal norms and traditional gender roles.
[bookmark: _Int_1vjvbOdc]It is 1920, women have been protesting for their rights peacefully for decades and they have escalated in many countries. New Zealand, Finland, and Australia have granted women voting rights. Due to successes in these countries and the beginning of movements in many other countries, the UN has dedicated a committee to decide whether or not women deserve the right to vote across all countries or if the issue should be left at the discretion of the state. 
[bookmark: _Int_FIseQ9mr]Many of the extreme suffrage movements took place in Europe in the early and mid 20th century, though the movements are extending into South America, Oceania, Asia, Africa, and North America. Countries like Finland and New Zealand were the front runners in women’s suffrage, followed by Russia, Kazakhstan, and many Eastern European nations. Methods used by suffrage protestors include peaceful methods like petitioning which worked in New Zealand, literature, and debates. More aggressive methods used included vandalism, hunger strikes and interrupting government meetings. Between these two extremes there were mass protests, picketing, street theatre, and other demonstrations which didn’t include harm to people or property. 

Key issues to consider:
[bookmark: _Int_JMKJ1lOb]Does granting women the right to vote also mean granting women the right to work in politics and be represented by their own gender? This issue more directly addresses gender roles and the idea of more women leaving the household more permanently.
The issue of traditional gender roles and religious and social pushback against change affecting the suffrage movement and decisions that delegates may make.
[bookmark: _Int_fUKv7LtQ][bookmark: _Int_xnEOaNZ7][bookmark: _Int_IB8hSEUL]Inequalities in the suffrage movement concerning class and race. Should all women be allowed to vote or just rich, educated white women? This issue addresses the inequalities within the movement and how these can be addressed along with the issue as a whole.
[bookmark: _Int_cf2Bjsf0]Should women have full, unrestricted voting power or should it be restricted?

A timeline of the issue so far: 
1788: in the USA, women can stand for election (none did until 1872).                                                                           1892: in New Zealand, women receive the right to vote thanks to powerful leaders such as Kate Sheppard.                                                                                                                                                                                 1902: in Australia, women can vote and stand for election, but there are restrictions, and Aboriginal women cannot vote or stand.                                                                                                                                                                                              1906: in Finland, women can vote and stand for election with no restrictions, making them pioneers for other countries.                                                                                                                                               1907: in Norway, women gain the right to stand for election, with restrictions.                                                              1913: Norwegian women can now vote and stand for election with no restriction.                                              1915: in Denmark women can stand for election and vote, in Iceland women can vote and stand with restrictions.                                                                                                                                                               1917: in Canada women earn the right to vote with restrictions, in the Netherlands, women can stand for elections.                                                                                                                                                     1918: in Austria, Estonia, Georgia, Germany, Hungary, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland and the Russian Federation, women earn the right to vote and stand, in Ireland and the United Kingdom, women earn the right to vote and stand with restrictions.                                           1919: in Belarus, Luxembourg and Ukraine, women earn the right to vote and stand, in Belgium women earned the right to vote with restrictions, in the Netherlands, women can vote, in Sweden women can vote with restrictions and in New Zealand women can stand for election.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        1920: in Albania, the Czech Republic and Slovakia, women earn the rights to vote and stand, in the USA women can now vote and in Canada women can now stand for election with restrictions. In Iceland, restrictions on women voting are lifted.

Things a resolution should cover:
Globally, should women receive protected voting rights?
How can we tackle extreme traditional groups and other groups which will push back?
Should women have more of a role in politics?
[bookmark: _Int_ph8RjdHX]How can we handle protests if the right is not granted?
How can we prevent harmful protests like this from happening again?
How can we ensure equality for women of minorities?

Good topics for delegates to research:
How conservative is your country about women’s rights and gender roles?
[bookmark: _Int_lZSWrINJ]If women have already been granted the voting right, how effective has it been?
What is the post-war state of your country and how does that affect them diplomatically?
Is there a religion in your country which may affect how you vote?
When did your country grant women voting rights?

Sources to use (remember information after 1920 is obsolete):
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2020/10/05/key-facts-about-womens-suffrage-around-the-world-a-century-after-u-s-ratified-19th-amendment/
 https://www.oerproject.com/OER-Materials/OER-Media/HTML-Articles/Origins/Unit7/A-World-Tour-of-Womens-Suffrage
https://www.jstor.org/content/oa_book_edited/j.ctv2321krx
https://www.ool.co.uk/blog/political-change-great-war/
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